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| PROJECT 10073 RECORD 
DATE - TIME GROUP 2, LOCATION 7 
5 August 65 03/16352 | Santa Ana, California 
3. SOURCE 19, CONCLUSION say 
Civilian Other (HOAX) 
4, NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


SA ge ES 


Photo analysis indicates that the pictures of 
represent the visual conditions of the signtine. 
ll. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


polaroid pnotos taken in 15 seconds of obis 
in diameter. oject made turn and went over 
: seconds. Photos taken through car wind 
sround-visual Land 2 showed the object the same distance 


6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


and the third slightly farther away. 
object within 50 ft of camera lens. ize 
over horizon fone =t in diameter and less than 3 ft. 


8. PHOTOS 


17, COURSE 


“x Yes Copies of 


9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
O Yes 
> No 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD: CONVERSATION WITH CAPT REICHMUTH, SSD regarding 
photos of @§MB fe will try to stick the photos, the Marines reports 
ahd a few comments in an evelope this afternoon. tHe had spoke 

to Mr@aQgglipfor approximatd@y 35 hours last Thursday, 24 September 1955. 
The Marines had contacted Mr Loi: and returned the original 

pictures to Mr @MMMMB supposedly NORAD and Boeing contacted him the 
day after the motos appeared in the newspaper. He said that Mr ie... 
appeared to be on the up and up. A gentlemen from NORAD with credentials 
had visited Mr@ilillMregarding the phtographs. Mr @@RMMB cave the 
originals to this man without any receipt. He had given them to 

the Marines without any receipt and gotten them back so figured he 
would do the same to NORAD, said if he got them back he would give 

them to Capt Reichmth without a receipt also. SAFOI and Capt 
Reichmuth have tried to find out who the gentleman from NORAD was. 

So far nobody knows. A person from HX NPIC of St Louis had called 

Mr ME ve carding phtoos. ‘The reason they were upset about 

the news releases was that some estimates given by the photo 

people at SSD were that the object was maybe 5-Oft in diameter 

or 30-60 ft in diameter. One photo the man was sitting in a 

truck. They are senhine all the measurements of the truck etc 

with the photos. The photo lab was unable to do a good analysis 
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AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND 


HEADQUARTERS he 
SPACE SYSTEMS DIVISION iT 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE \ 


LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE STATION 
Air Force Unit Post Office, Los Angeles, California 90045 
) ‘ 
REPLY TO cans | | , ; | 
ATIN OF: Sora (Capt Reichmuth/643 - 3310) 4 30 Hep cembe i 1965 
sunmmct: (U) Iavestigation Report, Ur0O Sighting, 3 August 1965, Santa Ana, 


California 


to: F@D (TDEW) Attn: Major Quintanilla | 
Wright-Patterson AIFS, Onio 


l. Transmitted herewith are the results of the subject UFO investi - 
ri ee ys = 


Sation conducted by Captain Charles F. Reichmuth, viet pace Systems 
Division (SSFA), Los Angeles Air Force Station, Los oiriee, Calif. 


2. This report involves the sighting and photography of a UFO by 

B employed by the Orange County Road Department, 
ices located in Santa Ana, California. Original Polaroid photo- 
graphs are not available as of this date, and will be forwarded when 
if made available. 


FOR THE COMMANDER 
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LiCoicnal, USAF // 1. Basic rpt IAW APR 200-2 
Asst Deputy for Foraign Technclosy 2. Narrative rpt and assessment 

3. Copy of USM G-2 (El Toro 


Marine Air Facility) Investi- 
gation Rot 

4, 3 8x10 aes prints of UFO 

5. Zerox copies of Atch 4 

6. Zerox copies of newspaper 
articles re UFO 
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copy to: 
SAPFOI, Wa: shington DC, Attn: Miss 
Sarah Hunt, w/Atch 1, 2, 3, 526 
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BASIC REPORT LAW AFR 200-2 
Uro, 3 August 1965, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 
1. Deseription of ed het 


a. Object has a basically circular shape not unlike a man's 
flat. summer straw hat (see photographs, Atch 4). 


b. Size of object: estimated to be about 30' in diameter with 
&@ vertical dimension of about eight feet. 


¢. Color was silver or metallic except for dark areas which 
ppeared to be blacx. 


- 


a. One object only. 
e. Not applicable. 


2. See Atch 4 for details on features. Observer stated that when 
the UFO was tilted so that he could see the underside that he observed 
& small, narrow, rotating beam of light which began at the center of 
the underside of the papa and ran to the outside edse of the object. 
The color of the light appeared to be either whitish or metallic such 
as that wich could riattate light reflection from a relatively slow 
moving propeller or Other rotating blade. In photo shay <2 there is a 
Saint tnitantion of such a line running from the center outward - 3 
relative bearing of about 200°. tficiais in the 5-2 Ozrlice at E 
Toro stated that the light line wes ciearly visible in the reer 
photo. 


gs. None observed. 
h. No sound heard. 
i. See photographs in Atch 4. 


2. Description of course of object: 


a. Object first noticed out of corner of observer's eye while 
driving an Orange County Road Department vehicle. 


b. See phovcgrapns. 
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Occupation: toned by Ora. e County Road Department as a high- 
way traffic invesvigator. M uas been with the department for 


L5 Years. 


-_ -—_— = 


Backsround, education and experience: 


a. Completed three and one half years of collese towards 
Business Administration degree. OJT with Road Department - traffic 
ernsineering, surveying, drafting, and inspection techniques with 


varing degrees of experience in all subject areas. His supervisor, | 
aos ( Me, Senta Ana, teleohone number | | | 


| ,» considers him best qualified as a traffic investigator. 
Mir QR is also a rormer reserve police officer. He dropped his 
police duties because of increase in responsidility with his job in 
the highway department. 


° ek 


a ee ge 


>. Mr QM supervisors consider him to be a valuable 
emplcveg possessing a good ondetiaie aged (friendly, good-natured, alert, 


el aa aE Se rawr , 15e 8 $n wee. ca a 


mature, and normal in all respects). Based on a three and one hal? 
nour interview with Mr } the inv estigating officer could find 
no evidence to disagree with this estimate sisal supervisors 
‘alss felt that his experience as a trarfic tne gator Rieti Luspector 


v 
as an experienced, if not tr: 


qualify 


4 


f.- Weather conditions: See Atch 3 of basic letter. 


=“) a | 


8. There was helicooter activity to the south (behind) of the loca- 
vwion of Sei ng the time of tne UFO observation. i i 
% look ror or see the helicopter since this wes 2 common acti- 
vity, however, he could hear the helicooter operating. a addiction sO 
the above weatner conditions, it was confirmed that the weather was 


generally sunny, clear overheed, cout that a large amount or £ ground naze 
existed which obscured Vision in a horizontal direction or at angles of 
elevation below 30°. Visibility in a horizontal direction was esti- 
mated to be less than one mile. 


9. No interception or identification action was taken on the date 
of SL gnELNG however, a check made by the Marine Coros investigators 
indicated that no UFO was observed on the Marine Corns Air Facility 
radar at the time of the reported UFO observation. 


Cl. , ~.. © 
10. See paragranvh o. 
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SNGINEERING SUPPORT WORK REQUEST 
a SNGINE VPPORT VORA REQUE? 
| | | ENGINEERING ANALYSIS : v J PHOTO ANALYSIS | | MACHINE COMPUTATION | 


| PPT NUMBER: 34919791 


-_ _ 
a ee, —— 


i | = 7 j = . 
' DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Request photo internretation of the attached Alleged flying 
f : saucer newspaper clipping. This inYormation is needed by 1500 hours, 
i - MP w= %, ie! a ae “4 é; rr 9 
3 oe Sep 65, as the Secreta’. of the Air Foree, Office of Information mist 


be prepared to make a news release at 1530 hours regarding his nevsclipping. 
he 


f 
a a a Eee 


y 
7 | REFERENCE MATERIAL: Wewselipving of photos allegedly taken 3 Aug 65. Request all 
| material be returned upon completion ofr analysis. 


69215/ £6373 


SYMBOL PHONE . 


~ eid res dail oll baie : « i. 


; 4 “REQUESTED BY 
' , , : 

. ; L CERTIFY THAT THIS WORK IS AUTHORIZED BY ME AND THAT IT HAS THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY AND 
; @ DEADLINE WiTHiN MY DIVISION. 


. = = al ‘ ee ne + J ~ 
15600, 22 San 65 " Be 


DEADLINE DATE SIGNATURE OF APPROVING DIVISION CHIEF DATE 


PRIORITY 


: 

| | ENGINEERING SUPPORT MONITOR Wee PR LT st sa Re ee ) 
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12. Three photographs of the UFO were taken. Blow-up copies of the 
original prints are included as Atch 4 to the basic letter. ‘The photo- 
grachs were taken with a Polaroid camera Model 10]. which is a standard 
item of equipment for Orange County Road Department officials. : The 
emera has a focal length of 114 xm (about 4.134 inches); has a vari- 
able aperature varying from f3.0 to about £42.0; speed unknown but 
variable; picture format 3 1/4" x4 1/4h". The camera is fully auto- 
matic and utilizes a built-in light meter which automatically adjusts 
camera speed and aperature. ‘The only controls are a black and white or 
color select and a shutter release button. The camera utilizes a black 
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and white film pack utiligzing film with a speed of ASA 3000. 
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NARRATIVG REPORT AND ASSESSMENT 
UFO, 3 AUGUST 19605, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 
1. Tue following is based uoon investigation conducted oer sonally by 
she Investigating Officer and from comments obtained from U.S. Marine 
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Lease wns Or Sign @ statement of relense. He also stated | 
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On it September 1965, the G-2 office at the El ‘loro Marine Corps 
ir Stavion learned thas the vnotos;raphs existed and contacted Ma 
efiin on 16 Sanbenibex pee their report in Atch 3 to the basic 
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Lir stacved that following the publication of the Uo PSDOTGS 
on 20 oF 2a Septenb er, he received several telephone calls, includi 
Gt 


io & 
apparent hoax calls and two bon nb threats. He also received two addi- 
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ticnal calls: one from aman wno identified himself as a representative 

of Soeing and tne other who identified himself as a representative of 

NORAD. <Accoxding wo ef | h callers regues ved buat he conment 

no more on the item “for réasons of national security", and that they | 
would contact him personally as soon as possibie. Mr Said “ne 


wes quite concerned about all c? the phone calls for several reasons, 
we orimary one being what his telephone number was uniisted and that 
he did not know how all of these people Sattar to fet His veLeps one 
number. Aithouwsh ir is name was menvcioned in the press releases, 
neither his address nor ,~elephone nweber was mentioned. heck wit 
the Orenge County Rees. S2partnent verifie — phone 


number is unlis ‘ak 


The Marine Corns G-2 investigator who had borrowed the original 
prints of the photograohy from ae: eocurnea Them. vo him at noon 
on 22 September. Both Frank Hall of the Sansa Ana Resister and Sez veant 
Dolyak of the G-2 office confirmed that My QM nad civen them the 
photographs without eny hesitation, without attempting to verinry their 


stated rositions by closely examining their credentials, nor did he 
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ask Tor any receipt Yor the photographs. 


Accormins to i on the evening of 22 Sevtenbder 4 on in 
civilian clothing visited his house, flashed an identification card, 
and announced that he was an “invest isator™ tron the orth ‘A imexican 
Defense Command”. hb said that he did not examine the man's 


credentials closely but recalled that the man's I.D. cai was in a 


snecial cardease about 4x5" (Comment: About the same’Car carrvins 
case normally us . by OSI, CIA, and other investigating officials. }, 
and thas the singie I.D. carl anmpeared to consists of tio sections - the 
upper half being pare or pink in color, and the lower half being 
blue or Dluesreen in color in the dimness of the porch light. Mr. 
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Initially, the investigating olficer was not able to contact 


directly. On 23 September the investigating officer went to 
Sue Oa Devartment orifices in Santa Ana and asked how he could con- 
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By TOM NEWTon 
Werait-Examiner Stat! Writer 
Controversy Continued to. 
day over bictures OF a “fly. 
Ing Saucer” reported taken 
near El Toro Marine Base 
by ‘Rex Fieflin, Orange 
County Highway Depart. 
Ment Investigator 
EHéNin toid The Hera}. 
Examiner he had Tecelivad 
a Cail from a Man identify. 
ing himself as 2 colonel 
wit NORAD (Nort Ameri. 
ar Alr Defansea) - sine 
Rim to Teirain fro . Gane 
av : ch f | rom COm- 
Ment at Present, 
The highway investiga. 
or sald ne Intendad to 
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Call later today. 
Ficflin 37, Monda | 
; » aa, lav Pe. 
leased three Photos of “a 
Silver Object” he Spotted 
at 11:30 a.m. Aug. 3 white. 
Working ia an area he. 
enn the El Tora Base and 
© nearby Marine Co 
Air Facility, is 
Neither air station re. 
Ported any unidentified Ob- 
jects On the radar that day. 
ae told iNveStizators he 
3+ ™psed the silver ODiect 
and estimated it to be 39 | 
€e6 in diameter and about 
Cignt feet thick.” 
‘NO SOUND" 
Heflin saict it was visib} 
ie e 
for about 1D seconds and 
moved from West to east, 
accelerating aC about the 
S4Me speed as @ jet plane 
"It Made no sound,” he | 
sald, “Dut a Deam of Wilite | 
light Toiated underneath 
the saucer.” 
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Authoritative sources con. | 
firmed his claim: that “the. 
ligiit was visible in the last | 
of the three pictures, using 
42 maenifying glass.” The 
“saucer” was slightly tipped 
In the third picture, reveal. | 
ing its underside. 

The county employe said 
he carried the camera as 
part of his work. Photorcra.- 
Dners said it would havea 
‘been possible to take the 
three pictures within 15 


seconds with the camera 


Heflin carries. 
‘RADIO DIED’ 

Hefiln, who Says he 
“doesn't believe in fiving 
saucers,” said that during | 
his sighting of the object | 
he tried to contact his base 
Station in Santa Ana. | 

He said: “The radio went 
dead twice while I was 
‘tying to contact the sta. 
tion, but it has worked ever | > 
since without trouble.” 

Tne incident occurred ’ 
uring a period when nu- 
Merous sightings of UFO's 
(unidentified flying objects) 
were Teported throughout | 
the Midwestern and South. | 
eastern sections of the 
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country. 

Heflin said he ts willing | 
to take a lie detector test 
regarding the pictures: : 

He said the NORAD offi. | 
cer tentatively set up a 
meeting for tonight or 
Thursday night in Santa | 
Ana. ue 

Oificials at the El Toro | 
Base said they were copy- | 
ing the pictures for a full | 
report to the llth Naval 
District in San Diego. The 
report Wii eventually reach | 
Washinzton, 
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a Flying Seca? 
Same people don’t believe in flying 
saucers, but what's this? The picture 


was taken near Santa Ana by a govern- 
ment worker. 
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SANTA ANA, Calif, (UPI)—A! flooded with reports of unidenti- 
county highway department oa we fiving objects. | 
vestigator who doesn’t believ Heflin saic he was working; 


"|n 
. lest | - | near the sunta Ana Siar ine 
in flying saucers has phioto-i Corps air facility when heb- 


graphed a saucer-shaped flying! caught aq stimpse of a silver ob-|' 


object that has yet to be identi-| ject which he estimated to bel’ 
fied. 30 feet in diameter and eight: 

Rex Heflin, 37, has released! feet thick. He said it was visi- 
three photographs which hejbie for 15 seconds and moved; 
says were taken Aug. 3 when irom west to east, accelerating} 
the midwestern and soutneast-,at about the same speed as a 
ern portions of the nation werel jet. 
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and probably maka a determin-jing a determination.” i 
ation of what was photographed. Project Blua Book is the code 


quired to Teach a findins, tnenleda to fnvestigate aci ja] phe a, 
= Ae Bs,  fOMeIon. This task was 4s 
site i to the Air Force by Con- 
gresg in 1017, © 
Earlier in the week, 2 rep- 
resentative of the El Toro Ma- 
rine Air Station intellicence ¢cx- 
tion borrowed Heflin’s oricinil 
photos to make copies for a re- 
port which was forwarded to th 
Ith Naval District hes sn 
ters in San Diego. 
A spokesman for the Naval}* 
District s2id no further fnvestt- if 
gation was conducted by their|¢ 
linteltisence officers, but inste-di* 
‘ matter wes referred ho-} 
meliateiy io the Air Force. | 
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1, PURPOSE: This report be in rasponse to work or oder No. 65- -106 submitted | by Major 
Quintanilla, Ir,, (TDEW/UFO) requesting photo analysis of attached three photographs 
snowing alleged unidentified flying object. The following analysis was conducted from 


thrce cropped, blown—up copies and not the original prints. 

2, ANALYSIS: Although it is not possible to disprove size of the object from the camera 
information submitted and distances to the object quoted in the report by Mr. x; 
we foel that the following is the true case, The camera was probably focused ona set 
distance and not on infinity, as the terrain background was blurred on all three photographs, 
The center white stripe on the road and the object appeared to have the same sharp {mage, 
Therefore, it is felt that the object was on the same plane as the center white stripe or 

closer to the camera and could not possibly be the size quoted in the report, Using the 
width of the road as a factor, it was estimated the size of the object to be approximately 
one to three feet in diameter and approximately fifteen to twenty feet above the ground, 


3, A test was conducted by the FTD Photo Analyst and Photo Processing personnel with the , ) 
results shown on the attached photos. The photographs were taken with a Poleroid Camera, le 
Model 110A using 200 ASA film. Focal length 129mm, aperture F32 at 300th of a second, 7 
focused on a distance of 15 feet. Tha object seen in the photographs was a9" in in diameter / fj 
vaporizing j tray, tossed in the | air approximately 8 to 12 feet high ata distance from the i 

camera of approximately 15 to 20 feet. The result of the test shows surprising similarities 


between the object on the test photography and the object on Mr. Heflin's photography, / 
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No Cas3, information Only Santa Ana, Calivornia 
oourcs: Saucer News, Vol. 12, No. A 3 Aug 65 
Dec $5 


FLYING OBJECT CAUGHT ON FILM IN CALIFORNIA: Gn Auqus’ Srd, a county high= | 
way department investigator in Sant; Cali ia, tock three photographs 
of a UFO which was flying near the Marine Corps Air Farce facility there. Ac- 
cording to the photographer, the object was close enough for him to be able tea 
estimate its dimensions. Hs said that it was 30 feet in diameter and 6 feat 
thicke It was in sight for only about 15 seconds. 

The highway department investigator, named Rex Heflin, added that the 
cbjec® made mo sound, and had a beam of white light which ratated underneath 
it. He also stated that he tried ta communicate by two-way radio with his sug- 
ervisor, to tell him about the UFO; but he found the radia inoperative, though 
“it has worked well since then. This is apparently still another case of elece 
tromagnetic disturbances caused by the presence of UFOs. 

The pictures, which are in our files, were taken in broad daylight, but 
are not clear snough to reproduce here. They show a flat-tapped object with a 
tim below the main portion, something like a hat. Somehow we cet a skeptical 
Fseling about these pictures, though Mr, Heflin has stated that he is willing | 
to take a lie detector test regarding their authenticity. 

At least one other sighting was mace in the vicinity of the Marine base 
at. about the same aan as Mr. Heflin's. , Lae 
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; 7 1, PURPOSE; This report is in response to work order No, 65-106 submitted by Major 
. Quintanilla, Jr., (TDEW/UFO) requesting photo analysis of attached three photographs 
showing alleged unidentifiec tlying object. The following analysis was conducted from 
three cropped, blown-up copies and not the original prints. 


Z, ANALYSIS: Although it is not possible to disprove size of the object from the camera 
information submitted and distances to the object quoted in the report by Mr <P 
we iee! that the following is the true case. The camera was probably focused ona set 
distance and not on infinity, as the terrain background was blurred on all three photographs. 
The center white stripe on the road and the object appeared to have the same sharp im 
Therefore, it is felt that the object was on the same plane as the center white stripe or 
closer to the camera and could not possibly be the size quoted in the report, Using the 
wicth of the road as a factor, it was estimated the size of the object to be approximately 
one to three feet in diameter and approximately fifteen to twenty feet above the ground. 
3. Atest was conducted by the FTD Photo Analyst and Photo Processing personne! with the 
results shown on the attached photos. Tne photographs were taken with a Poleroid Camera, 
Model 110A using 200 ASA film, Focal length 129mm, aperture F32 at 300th of a second, 
focused on a distance of 15 feet. The object seen in the photographs was a 9" in diameter 
vaporizing tray, tossed in the air approximately 8 to 12 feet high at a distance from the 
camera of approximately 15 to 20 feet. The result of the test shows surprising similarities 
etween the object on the test photography and the object on Mr. aly photography. 
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CAN YOU BELIEVE THE CAMERA EYE? | 


SANTA ANA, Calif., Sept. 21—Rex. =. 
ltetliit may not be the fastest wun itt 
the Weat, Dut he sure Is fast on the 
camera trigger. On Aug. 3, Heflin, 
who is an investigator for the Orange 
county highway department, was 

‘ome, a little investigating around the 
Santa Ana. Marine air base. He's i: 


guy that doesn’t-believe in. flying | 


Aes Nad ce i Ne 6 a A mt ata i ei crm 


ing near the base; was an object. He~ 


saucers. But there in-the skv, hover- 


whipped out his trusty camera and 
took two pictures of something that 
does look round and flat and saucer- 
ixe. Later he sald the object was 5f) 
feet in diameter, eight foot thick and. 


a, * re. 


Vistble for 15 seconds,— 7 


